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Abou t  me
• Plann ing & Policy Manager
• Joined HMWT Oct  2023
• Char tered  tow n  planner
• Exper t ise in  p lann ing policy
• Life-long birder
• Local governm ent
• RSPB

Tufted Ducks © Simon Marsh
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Abou t  HMWT
Ou r  Vision
• Ou r  vision  is for  a  wor ld w h ere w ildlife h as space to t h r ive an d ou r  

preciou s h abit at s an d species popu lat ion s are recover in g. People feel 
more con n ected to w ildlife an d are empowered to t ake act ion  to give 
n atu re a  posit ive fu tu re. 

Ou r  Goals for  2030
• More lan d in  Her t fordsh ire an d Middlesex is man aged an d protected 

for  n atu re
• More people are st an din g u p  for  w ildlife an d t akin g act ion  for  n atu re’s 

recovery
• Natu re p lays a  cen t ra l an d valu ed role in  h elpin g to address climate 

issu es an d people’s h ealt h  an d wellbein g



Creat ing a  w ilder  Her t fordsh ire and Middlesex

Ecological cr isis
St ate of Natu re 2023:
• Across t h e UK, species stu died h ave declin ed on  average by 19% 

sin ce 1970
• 16% of species are t h reaten ed w it h  ext in ct ion  from  Great  Br it a in

Her t fordsh ire’s St ate of Natu re 2020:
• 1% species ext in ct  in  last  50 years
• 19% t h reaten ed
• 80% lower  r isk  

Nightingale © Chris Gomersall
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Dr ivers of ecological ch an ge

• Agr icu ltu ra l m anagem ent
• Clim ate change
• Urban isat ion
• Pollu t ion
• Hydrological change
• Woodland m anagem ent
• Invasive non -nat ive species

Minet Country Park © A Rocha UK
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Her t s Species of Con servat ion  Con cern

Pasque Flowers © Tim Hill

Black-necked Grebe © HMWT



Creat ing a  w ilder  Her t fordsh ire and Middlesex

Natu re con servat ion  sit es in  Her t s

Designation Number Extent (ha)

Special Areas of Conservation 2 792
Special Protection Area/Ramsar 1 191
Sites of Special Scientific Interest 43 2,220
Local Wildlife Sites 1,821 13,143
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Local Wild life Sit es/SINCs
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P lan n in g in  Her t s & Middlesex
• 10 Her t s d ist r ict s
• Her t s CC (m inerals and waste)
• 4 London  boroughs

* Major  p lan n in g app licat ion s eg ≥10 h ou ses, ≥1,000 sq m  floorspace

Population 2021 Major planning 
decisions* (year 
to Sep 2023)

All planning 
decisions (year 
to Sep 2023)

Herts 1,198,000 225 9,596
Middlesex 1,286,500 109 8,573
Total 2,485,400 334 18,169
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Review  qu est ion s
• What  is HMWT’s n iche am ong ot her  w ild life bodies 

engaging w it h  t he p lann ing system?
• Where can  HMWT m ake m ost  im pact , given  lim ited 

resou rces?
• How  can  HMWT em power  it s m em bers to protect  and 

enhance natu re?
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Refresh ed casework cr it er ia
• Strategic plans
• Minerals plans
• Local plans and associated documents ( eg biodiversity SPDs) 
• Planning applications where there’s likely to be significant  h arm  to protected sites 

(st atu tory an d LWS) or  significant  opportu n ity for  h abitat  creat ion  or  restorat ion , 
su ch  as:

• EIA developm en t
• Hou sin g >1,000 dwellin gs
• Bu sin ess u se >10,000 sq m
• Min erals
• Golf cou rse
• Solar  or  win d farm
• Nat ion ally Sign ifican t  In frast ru cture Project

• Plan n in g applicat ion s wh ere t h ere’s likely to be an  im pact  on  a  HMWT reserve
• We will con t inu e to en gage on  biodiversity m at ters on ly, n ot  Green  Belt  or  ot h er  issu es
• We will review any applicat ion  on  requ est  from  a m em ber, bu t  will u se t h ese cr iter ia  

to decide wh et h er  to respon d
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Case stu dies

• Broadwater  Lake
• Kingsbrook
• East  of Lu ton
• Natu re-Posit ive Local Plans
• Sw ift  br icks

Kingsbrook SUDS © Simon Marsh
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Broadwater  Lake

Broadwater Lake © Tim Hill

• Par t  of Mid-Colne Valley SSSI
• Im por t an t  refuge for  w ildfow l
• HMWT reserve
• Proposed relocat ion  of Hillingdon  Ou tdoor  Act ivit y 

Cen t re
• Distu rbance and loss of habit at
• Object ions from  HMWT, Natu ral England, 

Environm ent  Agency, Colne Valley Regional Park, 
London  Wildlife Trust , RSPB and 1,200 ot hers
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East  of Lu ton
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Sw ift  br icks

© Action for Swifts
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Con t act  det a ils

Sim on  Marsh  MBE BA MA MSc MRTPI
Plann ing & Policy Manager
sim on .m arsh@hmw t .org 

mailto:simon.marsh@hmwt.org
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