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dŚŽƵƐĂŶĚƐ�ŵŽƌĞ�ŚŽƵƐĞƐ�ƉŽƐƐŝďůĞ ĨŽƌ�ŽƵƌ��ŽƌŽƵŐŚ

^ŚŽƵůĚ ƚŚŝƐ�ŚĂƉƉĞŶ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ƐŝƚĞƐ�ŝŶ �ƌŽŽŬŵĂŶƐ�WĂƌŬ ĂŶĚ�tĞůŚĂŵ�'ƌĞĞŶ͕�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƐŽ�ĨĂƌ�ďĞĞŶ�
ƌĞũĞĐƚĞĚ͕�ĐŽƵůĚ�ĐŽŵĞ�ďĂĐŬ�ŝŶƚŽ�ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌĂƚŝŽŶ Žƌ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĐĂƐĞ�ŽĨ�>ŝƚƚůĞ�,ĞĂƚŚ�ďĞ�ĞǆƚĞŶĚĞĚ

x dŚĞ�WƵďůŝĐ��ǆĂŵŝŶĂƚŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�>ŽĐĂů�WůĂŶ�ƐƚĂƌƚƐ�ŽŶ�Ϯϭ�^ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌ�ĐŽŶƚŝŶƵŝŶŐ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ƚŚĞ��ƵƚƵŵŶ͘ Dƌ�
DĞů�DŝĚĚůĞƚŽŶ�ƚŚĞ��ƉƉŽŝŶƚĞĚ�/ŶƐƉĞĐƚŽƌ�ǁŝůů�ƚĞƐƚ�ƚŚĞ��ŽƵŶĐŝů͛Ɛ�ĚƌĂĨƚ�WůĂŶ�ĂŐĂŝŶƐƚ�ůĞŐĂů�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞŵĞŶƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�
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ƐĞƐƐŝŽŶƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ŚĞůƉ�ŽĨ�ŽƵƌ�WůĂŶŶŝŶŐ��ŽŶƐƵůƚĂŶƚ͕�:ĞĚ�'ƌŝĨĨŝƚŚƐ
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�ŽƵŶĐŝů͛Ɛ� ƚĂƌŐĞƚ�ŽĨ�ϭϮ͕ϬϬϬ�ŚŽƵƐĞƐ͕� ŝĨ�ŚĞ�ĨĞĞůƐ�ƚŚĂƚ� ŝƐ� ŝŶƐƵĨĨŝĐŝĞŶƚ͘� �dŚĞ� ůĂƚĞƐƚ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚŝŽŶƐ�ƵƉ�ƚŽ� ƚŚĞ�ǇĞĂƌ�
ϮϬϯϮ͕�ďĂƐĞĚ�ŽŶ�ϮϬϭϰ�ƐƚĂƚŝƐƚŝĐƐ͕�ŝŶĚŝĐĂƚĞ�Ă�ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ�ŶƵŵďĞƌ�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�ϭϱ͕ϮϬϬ

x tŚĂƚ�ĐĂŶ�ǇŽƵ�ĚŽ�ƚŽ�ƐĂǀĞ�ǇŽƵƌ 'ƌĞĞŶ��Ğůƚ͍��WůĞĂƐĞ�ƚƵƌŶ�ŽǀĞƌ

'ŝǀĞ�ƵƐ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ďǇ�ĞŶƐƵƌŝŶŐ�ǇŽƵƌ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐŚŝƉ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƵďƐĐƌŝƉƚŝŽŶ�ŝƐ�ƵƉ�ƚŽ�ĚĂƚĞ͘��,ĂǀĞ�ǇŽƵ�ƉĂŝĚ�ƵƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚŝƐ�
ĐĂůĞŶĚĂƌ�ǇĞĂƌ͍��KƵƌ�ƐƵďƐĐƌŝƉƚŝŽŶƐ�ĂƌĞ�ŽŶůǇ�άϭ�ʹ ĚŽŶĂƚŝŽŶƐ�ĂƌĞ�ŵŽƐƚ�ǁĞůĐŽŵĞ�ƉĂƌƚŝĐƵůĂƌůǇ�ĂƐ�ǁĞ�ƐŚĂůů�ďĞ�
ŝŶĐƵƌƌŝŶŐ�ĐŽƐƚƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƉƌŽĨĞƐƐŝŽŶĂů�ĂĚǀŝĐĞ͘ WůĞĂƐĞ�ĐŚĞĐŬ�ŽƵƚ�ŽƵƌ�ǁĞďƐŝƚĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƉĂǇŝŶŐ�ŽŶůŝŶĞ�ďǇ�ĚŝƌĞĐƚ�ĚĞďŝƚ͘
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As recently as July 2016, Said Javid, Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government said: “The 
Green Belt is absolutely sacrosanct. We should not be carrying out any development on it.” 
 
Yet Local Authorities insist that it is the Government that is forcing them to release Green Belt Land for 
house building and the Council for the Protection of Rural England reports that: “425,000 new houses are 
proposed for construction on Green Belt land – an increase of 400% in just 5 years.” 
 
The number of houses proposed in the Local Plan is supposed to be based on an “Objective Assessment of 
Need” (OAN). But supposedly “objective” numbers have fluctuated wildly and increased alarmingly.  
 

 The East of England Plan proposed 10,000 dwellings for the Borough. Abandoned in 2009 after a 
High Court decision. 
 

 In 2011 the Welwyn Hatfield Emerging Core Strategy proposed 7,200 new dwellings over 30 years; 
 

 In 2015 the Draft Local Plan proposed 12,500 new homes between 2011 and 2031of which 7,330 
would be built on land designated as safeguarded and Green Belt. 
 

 In August 2016 the Draft Local Plan proposed 12,000 new homes up to 2032 – 5,500 to be built on 
Green Belt land. This is the number in the Plan as submitted. The Officers’ Report to the Council 
stated that “If the Local Plan is considered to be unsound because it has not met the OAN he may 
require that modifications are made to the Plan in order to reach a target which meets the OAN.” 
 

 In August 2017, the latest revised OAN implies a requirement for 15,200 new dwellings between 
2012 and 2032.  
 

 In August 2017, a report to Herts County Council said that across the Local Plans produced by all the 
10 districts in its area there would be an increase of around 91,000 new homes up to 2031.   

 
If you are concerned about the loss of Green Belt proposed in the Draft Local Plan and the potential for 
even greater loss in the future,  
 

 please join our Society and support our efforts; 
 

 please also join the CPRE Hertfordshire. Contact them through www.cpreherts.org.uk; 
 

 keep in touch with the progress of the Public Examination through 
http://welhat.gov.uk/localplanexamination; 
 

 contact your political representatives on the Parish, Borough, and County Councils to let them know 
what you think. Their contact details can be found on    www.northmymms.org; 
http://www.welhat.gov.uk;     https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk; 
 

 write to your MP. Urge him to liaise with other MP’s in the Metropolitan Green Belt to urge the 
Government to keep their promise to protect the Green Belt. They can be contacted on 
www.shapps.com  and  https://www.oliverdowden.com 
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